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1. An implant for relieving pain associated with the spinal 
column, which implant is positionable betw^n spinous processes of the 
spinal column, the implant comprising: 

a first wing with a central body extending therefrom, said central 
body having a longitudinal axis; and 

a sleeve positioned over said>central body with said sleeve being 
able to rotate about said longitudinal axis of said central body so as to 
be positionable relative to said cjentral body in order to aid in positioning 
said implant between spinous/processes. 

2. The implant ctf claim 1 wherein: 
said sleeve has an elliptical cross-section. 

3. TKfe implant of claim 1 wherein: 

said sleeve^ has an elliptical cross-section in a plain which is 
substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis- 

4. The implant of claim 1 in^uding: 
a second wing; 

said central body having end located distally from said first 

ing; 

a first sleeve guide exter^ding from said first wing; 

a first groove provideci in said sleeve, such that with the sleeve 
received over said central/body said first groove receives said first 
sleeve guide from said fiyst wing so that said sleeve can rotate about 
said central body guided by said first sleeve guide. 
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(J^ The implant of claim 4^herein 

Oand /econcTpins extending from said first v 
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said first guide include first 
wing respectively. 




The implant of clajm 4f wherein said first grooves are 



LThe implant of claim 1 wherein said sleeve has a circular 
Dn. 

8. The in>f)lant of claim 1 wherein said sleeve has a cylindrical 
crdss-section, 



The implant of claim 1 wherein said sleeve is cylindrical in 



shape. 



15 



Hi 



The implant of claim 1 wherein said sleeve is spaced from 
said central body. 




/ 11. TKe implant of claim 1 



wherein said sleeve is oval in cross- 



20 / section. 

f 1^. The implant of claim 1 wherein said sleeve is comprised of 

a super-elastic material. 



I 13/ 



25 1113^ The implant of claim 1 wherein said sleeve is comprised of 

a mate'^al that is repeatably deflectable toward said central body. 
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/r4. The implant of claim 1 wherein said sleeve is spaced from 
said central body in order to allow for the deflection of said sleeve 
toward said central body. 

15. An implant fox relieving pain associated with the spinal 
'^column, which implant is positionable between spinous processes of the 
spinal column, the iirfplant comprising: 

means for jDositioning and retaining said implant relative to 
spinous process€4; and 

means for adjusting said implant to the anatomical shape of the 
spinous processes. 




16. The/tfnplar 
includes a member Vhict 
retaining means. 



^laim 1 5 wherein said adjusting means 
is pp^itionable relative to said positioning and 




17. The implant of claim 15 whereipT said adjusting means 
Includes a member which is positionable relive to said positioning and 
retaining means; and 

which member has a shape whicl)4ias a preferred orientation with 
respect to the spinous process. 



18. An implant for relie<^ing pain associated with the spinal 
column, which implant is positioiriable between spinous processes of the 
spinal column, the implant cc/mprising: 

a first member that/etains the implant relative to the spinous 
processes; and 

a second membe/ that is movable relative to said first member 
such that the second /member can be repositioned relative to the first 
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member as the implant is inserted relative to /he spinous processes in 
order for the implant to adjust to the anatomical shape of the spinous 



processes. 




The implant of claim 1 wherein said sleeve is comprised of 
an alloy of nickel and titanium. 





The implant of claim 1 wherein: 
5aid sleeve can rotate as the implant is inserted between spinous 
processes from a posterior position to an anterior position closer to 
vertebral bodies of the spinal column. 

21. The implant of claim 15 wherein: 

said member can m6ve relative to the positioning and retaining 
mej^ns as the implant is inserted between spinous processes from a 
posterior position to ain anterior position closer to vertebral bodies of the 



spinal column 



wherein: 



Tfre implant of claimyF^v 
said second member can move relative to the first member as the 
implant is inserted between spinous processes from a posterior position 
to an anterior position closer to vertebral bodies of the spinal column. 



23. The implant of claim 1 
flat stock. 

24, The implant of c 
flat stock of a super-elastic^ nnat| 




ereih said sleeve is formed from 



wWerein said sleeve is formed from 
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25. The implant of claim 1 wherein said slee\^ is formed from 
flat stock of an alloy of nickel and titanium. 

26. The implant of claim 1 5 wherein s^d adjusting means is 
formed from flat stock. 

27. The implant of claim 18 whereijr^ said second member is 
formed from flat stock. 

28. The implant of claim 1 wher4in: 
said sleeve includes a central rnember which is rotatable about 

said central body, and an outer mferjnbpf wjijioh^is formed of flat stock 
and which engages said central m€ 

29. The implant of claim 2fe whefein: 

said outer member of said ^e6ve is comprised of a super-elastic 
material. 



30. The implant of claim 28 wherein: 

said outer member is comprised of a first outer member and a 
second outer member, eachm which is formed of flat stock and each 
of which engages said cental member. 

31. An implant for relieving pain associated with the spinal 
column, which implant is positionable between adjacent spinous 
processes of the spinal column, the implant comprising: 

a first unit including a central body, a guide and a first wing, said 
first wing located at a first emi of said body and said guide extending 
from a second end of said pody located distally from said first wing; 
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said central body having a longitytlinal axis; 
a sleeve provided over said c^tral body, said sleeve at least 
partially spaced fronn said central bg^by and rotatable about said central 
body; 

a second wing; and 

a device that secures/the second wing to the first unit. 



12. The implant of clainriy^ wherein: 
said sleeve is cylindrical and is oval in cross-sectional shape. 

Hy) The implant of claim ^1 wherein: 

said sleeve is cylindrical and has a cross-section with a major 
dimension and a minor dimension. 





'4. The implant of claim^S^t wherein: 
said sleeve is comprised of a super-elastic material. 



35. The Implant of claim 3rl wherein 




d sleeve is comprised of a super-elastic alloy of nickel and 

titanium. 




^'''^^^^3^. The implant of claim 3/1 wherein: 

said guide is pointed in order to allow the central body to be 
urged between two spinous processes without alteration to the spinous 
processes. 

37. An implant for relieving^ pain associated with the spinal 
column, which irpplant is positlonable between adjacent spinous 
processes of the spinal column,>the implant comprising: 
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a first unit including a central body/a guide located at a first end 
of the body and a stop located at a second end of the body; 

said central body having a lonortudinal axis; 

a sleeve provided over said ^^entral body, said sleeve at least 
partially spaced from said central t/ody and rotatable about said central 
body; and 

said sleeve held in place^between said guide and said stop. 



5*8. The implant of claim wherein: 

said sleeve has a cross-section with a major dimension and a 



minor dimension. 




3^^. The implant of claim Zff whereir 
said sleeve is comprised of a super-elastic material. 





40. An implant system for relie\mig pain associated with the 
spinal column, which implant is positionsfble between adjacent spinous 
processes of the spinal column, the irnplant system comprising: 

a sleeve which in cross-sectiop has at least one major axis and 
at least one minor axis; 

insertion guide, a central body, a 
guideand said stop extend from 



an insertion tool includi 
stop and a handle, wherein 
opposite sides of said central b 
stop; and 

wherein said sleeve 





handle extends from said 



}r^\6 guide and against said stop 
preparatory to being positior^d between two adjacent vertebrae with 
the insertion tool. 
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41. An implant for relieving pain Associated with the spinal 
column, which implant is positionable between adjacent spinous 
processes of the spinal column, the implant comprising: 

a first unit including a central body, a guide and a first wing, said 
first wing located at a first end of said/body and said guide extending 
from a second end of said body located distally from said first wing; 

a sleeve positioned over said ycentral body, said sleeve at last 
partially spaced from said central/ body in order to allow for the 
deflection of said sleeve toward sa/d central body; 

a second wing; 

a device that secures the s^fecon^^ing to the first unit; and 
said sleeve is comprised of a ^p^r-e\a§tip material and is formed 
from flat stock. 

42. The implant of clafim 41 whereirt^ 

said sleeve is cylindrical and is jy(/a\ in cross-sectional shape. 



43. The implant of fclaim 41 wherein: 

said sleeve is cylindr/cal and has a cross-section with a major 
dimension and a minor din^nsion. 

44. An implant for relieving pain associated with the spinal 
olumn, which implant is positionable/oetween spinous processes of the 

spinal column, the implant compr^ising: 

a first wing; and 

a sleeve mounted rejiftive to the first wing with said sleeve being 
positionable relative to/me first wing so as to aid in positioning the 
sleeve between spinous processes. 
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45. The impjant of claim 41 wherien: 

said sleeve is domprised of a super-elastic alloy of nickel and 
titanium. 



is o^nr^ 



46. The implant of claim/1 wherein: 

said sleeve is formed of a f jrst sleeve portion and a second sleeve 
portion, each of which are opeiy^iy coupled to said central body. 
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